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contributed to the debate in an excellent speech, uttered season-
able warning when he said that the Bill was useless, and un-
acceptable to the Unionist Party unless Mr. Fischer could give a
definite assurance that the Indians were satisfied. In spite of the
Bill being pushed forward a stage further, we imagine that it
will never reach the third reading stage. But it is well for passive
resisters to keep themselves in readiness. It is to be hoped that, if
the struggle is revived, the impending third campaign will be the
purest, the last and the most brilliant of all. We share the belief,
with Thoreau, that "one true passive resister is -enough to win
a victory for right". Right is on our side. It could not be on the
side of a Government that has no regard for its sacred pledges.
And we have many true passive resisters. We would all fail to
satisfy the definition of an ideal passive resister, but we feel sure
that the community contains many who would approach the ideal
as nearly as is possible for mortals to do. On such rests a great
duty.
Indian Opinion, 3-5-1913
44.   THE CAMPAIGN
resolution on satyagraha
The mass meeting held at Johannesburg has passed a resolu-
tion that satyagraha be started against the new Bill, If the Govern-
ment does not accept our demands, there is not the slightest
doubt that satyagraha will be revived. This was a meeting of no
ordinary importance. Many Indians were present. Leaders of
every town were there. One can see that, if satyagraha is re-
sumed, the campaign will follow a different pattern. In the past, we
could not be sure who would go to gaol or be in a position to do
so.1 We had no means of judging how strong or weak the com-
munity was. By now, however, we have had some training. We
can now make a fair guess how many and who will be able to
court imprisonment. The Government also knows our strength.
On the previous occasion, we expected everyone to go to gaol.
We besieged persons in order to drag them out. It was the time
for such training. Those who besieged people and those who were
besieged were alike new to the situation. We know better now
from experience. ,
1 The reference is to the passive resistance movement of 1909, which was
followed by mass arrests of Indians, including Gandhiji; wb Vol. IX.

